
DAILY BIBLE DEVOTIONS                                               ACTS: LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 

 "CHANGED AT THE VERY CORE!" 

 

MONDAY                                                                                                                                               
READ JOSHUA 2 & 6  

There are some wonderful reasons why we remember the story of Rahab. Like Saul becoming Paul, God 
changes her very heart. We see God change Rahab’s identity. The story of Rahab gives a glimpse into God’s 
plan to bring men and women from all nations into his chosen people by changing Rahab’s identity. 
In Joshua 2, the spies are sent into the Promised Land and they meet the prostitute Rahab. She offers to hide 
them and even lies to her king’s men in order to protect these strangers. Rahab was a low-class woman who 
was not in a reputable profession. She was not someone who anyone would have thought would change the 
world. 
Some have compared this story to the story of the lost sheep told in Matthew 18. In this story, a man has 100 
sheep and loses just one. That man searches for the one that he lost until he finds it! Then he rejoices 
because what was lost has been brought home. The same is true of Rahab. She was lost, but God sought 
her, brought her into his family, and rejoiced over her. God sought out this unlikely Gentile to fulfil His purposes 
and, big surprise, He chose well! 
After the king’s men leave, Rahab goes to the Israelite spies where she had hidden them on the roof. She and 
her whole city know that the Lord has given this land into the hands of the Israelites. They were scared 
because they had heard what God had done. God had dried up the Red Sea for the nation of Israel but 
cause it to crash back down on the Egyptian army. They knew how the Lord had destroyed the Amorite 
Kings.  
These stories had crossed the Jordan before these spies and Rahab says that they are all terrified because 
“the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on earth below.” (Joshua 2:11) She has heard what the Lord 
has done, she knows that he is God, and she responds in faithful obedience. Many say this is the sign of her 
conversion. At this point, she has transferred her allegiance to the God of Abraham, the God who has done 
these mighty deeds. 
She wants the spies to show her family the kindness that she showed to them. They promise that they will spare 
anyone in her house when they enter the land. Her identity has been changed. 
If you are a Christian, think about how you came to place your faith in the Lord. You probably heard some of 
the stories recorded in the pages of Scripture. Maybe you heard of the crossing of the Red Sea and how God 
favoured his people in battle. You probably also heard stories of friends and family whose lives had been 
changed. You heard of the great deeds that the Lord has done, just like Rahab, and with her, you were able 
to say “the Lord is God in heaven above and on earth below.” 
Our response to the gospel will look differently than Rahab’s because we have a more complete under-
standing of redemption through Christ. But it is always because we have heard the great things that the Lord 
has done. Our identity will change the same way that Rahab’s did. 
The Israelites cross the Jordan River and enter the land. They have a weird battle plan for defeating the city of 
Jericho that is a story for another day. Then we come to chapter 6 and we see that Joshua will keep the 
promise of the spies and save Rahab and her family, even though everything else in the city is to be 
destroyed. After the walls of the city collapsed, the spies go to Rahab’s house and bring her whole family to 
live outside the camp of Israel. Before Israel went to conquer Jericho, the people had just cleansed 
themselves and Rahab’s family were not clean according to the law so they had to live outside the camp. 
Then we read in verse 25 that “she lives in Israel today.” At some point, Rahab was cleansed and no longer 
an outcast but fully included in God’s people. That is beautiful. 
It’s beautiful because Rahab’s story does not end there. While this is the last we hear of Rahab in the Old 
Testament, her faithful obedience is praised in Hebrews 11…" By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with 
those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace." The book of James also tells us that 
she was justified before God because of her actions. James 2:25 "Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also 
justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way?" 
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We even see her name in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew! Rahab not only became a citizen of Israel, but 
God chose her to be the mother of Boaz who married the Moabite Ruth who was the great grandmother of 
King David! God chose this prostitute to be in the genealogy of the Messiah. 
She is not only adopted into God’s people, but she is also used by God to bring about His redemption for the 
world! God took her from a prostitute and completely changed her identity. She is now among God’s people 
and grandmother of the Messiah! 
All of us know people we think are beyond God's grasp. Too broken. Too bad. Too far gone. Saul seemed like 
one of those people. But God transformed him into the Apostle Paul. Rahab, the harlot, God redeems and 
sets her legacy on an amazing course. NO ONE is too far from God's reach. Not you. Not anyone you know. 
Remember that truth today. 
 

Tuesday                                                                                                                                                

READ LUKE 14:15-24  
Jesus compared the kingdom of God to a great dinner feast. When everything was ready, however, the 
invited guests were too busy to come. The food was hot, the wine was poured. The invitation went out to 
anyone who could be found, including the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame. After that, there was 
still room, and the party was ready to start. The word went out with increased urgency: "Go out and compel 
people to come in, so that my house may be filled."                                                                                                   
Most of us are pretty picky about who we invite to dinner at our house. We like who we like. We want folks who 
don't cause trouble, are nice, clean, good table manners, appreciative, good sense of humor, not prone to 
talk politics or religion - unless they agree with us! We want families whose children are good-mannered and 
not wild.                                                                                                                                                                
Our God is not so picky. He loves all of us, warts and all. And He really wants us to embrace others the same 
way. God can transform and renew our ways of viewing people as we let Him have control of our hearts and 
minds. This was a big for Saul (Paul). He had very rigid ways of viewing people. Who he liked, and who he did 
not. Who was acceptable, and who was not. God had a major change-of-heart to work in him! But nothing is 
too difficult for God to do when we surrender to Him.                                                                                                 
Jesus, the Messiah, came to invite all people to know the Father. And the first ones who should have 
recognized the invitation were the Jewish people…God's "chosen people". But they were "too busy". Maybe 
too consumed with "righteous rules", with laws and customs to follow, to focused on their own comfortable 
lives.                                                                                                                                                                                
We can get that way too. What do you get busy with that might cause you to neglect an invitation to be part 
of God’s kingdom? Are we maybe mistaken about the priorities God would have for our lives? Do we neglect 
time with Him, and a future loving and serving Him for the "here and now" of comfortable (so we think) living?      
And then another thought….What do you think heaven will look like, filled with poor and broken people? 
Maybe people who thought they had nothing better to do, and then were redeemed in miraculous ways!? 
Who might be standing right beside you as you gather around the throne of God? Are they are standing by 
you now? The banquet is not so far off. The invitation has been sent. Have you responded? 

WEDNESDAY                                                                                                                                              

READ LUKE 19:1-10                                                                                                                                                        

From these verses we learn what Zacchaeus did for a living. He collected taxes and since it says he was a 
chief tax collector, that means he probably had people under him collecting taxes and getting a cut of the 
profits. Depending on the kind of rule in a given Jewish province, Rome levied a land tax, a poll tax, even a 
tax for the operation of the temple. As a class, tax collectors were despised by their fellow Jews, and 
generally associated with sinners (Matt 9:10-11; Mark 2:15). They often gathered more than the government 
required and pocketed the access amount. But tax collectors were also hated because their fellow citizens 
vied them as mercenaries working for the Roman oppressors. When the Bible talks about different people, we 
don’t always know what they did for work. But with Zacchaeus, we do. Why does this matter? We know that tax 
collectors were hated and not well regarded. Tax collectors took more money than needed. They were 
essentially stealing money and lining their pockets with profit. Zacchaeus would not have been welcomed in 
Jewish society and he would not be trusted. In modern terms, he would have been a scammer of their time. 
Not someone we would wish to know and certainly not someone we could trust. People’s behavior towards 
Zacchaeus is completely understandable. Who would want to invite a cheater and a swindler into their 
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homes? Not many people would open their doors to such "sinners".                                                                                       
But Zacchaeus’s sins did not stop Jesus. Jesus knew who Zacchaeus was and that he was searching for 
answers and Jesus took time to not just talk to this sinner but even and even go into his house. Do we let 
people’s sins cloud our minds and keep us from sharing the Love of God with them? For most of us, if we 
searched our heart, it would not take long for us to realize that we often let people’s sins keep us from loving 
them as God loves us.                                                                                                                                              
Zacchaeus was rich. We know that being rich is not a sin. But, the truth is, rich people have a harder time 
seeing their need for God. When someone has a lot of money, they have a harder time depending on God 
for their daily needs. This is because they know where their next meal will come from, and they have 
confidence knowing that they can pay their bills.                                                                                                                
And we also realize that our attitudes toward those who have more than we do often are a matter of our own 
jealousy. Sometimes there is a lesson for us in the scriptures. This can be one of these times. This must have 
been amazing to see for the disciples. So often we read parables and stories and have a hard time ‘knowing’ 
that they are true because we have not seen it with our own eyes. But here, the disciples saw that even 
though it is hard for rich people to come to know Jesus - here was a rich man who was happy to invite Jesus 
into his home and repent of his sins. Do I welcome that idea?                                                                     
When Zacchaeus heard that Jesus would be passing through, he went into action. He wanted to see Jesus 
and so he went to go see him. This verse reminds us that all who seek Jesus WILL find Him.  
This verse also reminds us that there is an action we need to take for salvation. We are the ones who are 
called to ask, seek and knock. God is not hiding from us. He desires for everyone to be saved – but He will not 
force Himself on us. We have a choice. He does not save those who do not want Him.                                                                                                                       
The bible tells us that Zacchaeus was short. Since he was short and there was a crowd, Zacchaeus knew that 
if he stayed where he was- he would not be able to see Jesus. Instead of letting his height affect his desire to 
see Jesus - he found a way. He found a tree he could climb in an area he knew Jesus would be stopping 
by.  He did not let his height or the crowds keep him from his mission…to see Jesus!  
What about you? Do you have a desire to know God more but let obstacles get in your way?  
Most of us have times in our lives where we have made excuses to not continue to seek growth in The Lord. 
We have let other desires or worries be more important than our spiritual desires. Zacchaeus is a good 
reminder that if we truly desire to seek Jesus - we won’t let obstacles keep us from it. We will do what we need 
to see Jesus and be closer to Him.                                                                                                                        
When Jesus walked by the tree, He stopped and started a conversation with Zacchaeus. Jesus told 
Zacchaeus to come down because Jesus was going to stay at his house today. When Zacchaeus heard this 
- he came down with haste. He obeyed quickly.  Jesus wants us to obey His commandments and do so with 
joy. How quick am I in obeying The Lord? Do I obey out of duty or love? Do I obey with a willing heart or a 
reluctant heart?                                                                                                
The people around were not happy that Jesus was going to stay with a sinner. Did they think that they were 
more deserving of a visit? Or at least that Zacchaeus was not deserving of such an honor? But Zacchaeus did 
not let the crowd’s comments or his past behavior keep him from receiving Jesus. He received Jesus with 
JOY! When we see “sinners” accept Jesus, do we feel jealous or happy for them? When we know what Jesus 
wants us to do and invites us to do it, do we do so with Joy or with dread?                                                              
When Jesus came to Zacchaeus’ house, are we sure we are given the whole story of what was said? All we 
know is that Zacchaeus knew he was a sinner and he knew he had done something wrong and wanted to fix 
it.  We see Zacchaeus was willing to give money back four times what he took that was not his. This willingness 
was a public declaration and his action gave proof publicly that he had changed. Giving away his 
possessions was not a requirement of the law, but it revealed his change of heart. What about you? When 
you sin, are you willing to make restitution? Restitution is not a requirement of being saved, but it is one thing 
we can do that shows people that our hearts have changed.                                                                                
Jesus Himself declared that salvation had come to this house. Zacchaeus was saved and part of the family 
of God. Jesus had changed his life. Another story of God's transforming power. What is your story of 
transformation?  
  
   

THURSDAY 

READ MATTHEW 4:18-22, 14:22- 33, 16:13-18, 26: 31-35, 26:69-75, JOHN 21:15-16  

God calls ordinary people to follow and obey Him. This proves that we don’t need to have a certain level of 
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education or knowledge to obey God and that God can use simple things and ordinary people to do 
extraordinary things. 
Peter is known for speaking his mind and confronting situations head-on. I can very much relate to this. Many 
of us have gotten ourselves in trouble a time or two for what has come out of our mouth. Even though Peter is 
so sure of himself and continues to stumble - Jesus still had a plan for Peter and still used his declaration that 
Jesus was the Messiah and his willingness to follow him, to build the Church.                                                                    
 
As a Disciple of Jesus, Peter would have been witness to people being healed in front of his eyes. He would 
have seen people full of disease be instantly healed. He would have seen demon-possessed people be 
overpowered by the power of God and leave people. Peter had first-hand experience of the power of Jesus. 
These experiences were teaching Peter who Jesus was and what He could do. These years of ministry were a 
wonderful training ground for the purpose that Jesus had for Peter.                                                             
Jesus came to the disciples and walked on water. The disciples did not recognize them but when the 
disciples found out it was Jesus – Peter was the only one to cry out and say: “Lord, if it is You, command me 
to come to You on the water.” So He (Jesus” said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, 
he walked on the water to go to Jesus. Even when in doubt he took his eyes off Jesus and began to sink, he 
refocused and continued on. Peter was brave enough to ask God to call him out and was even brave 
enough to get out of that boat when Jesus asked him to come. 
If you were on that boat would you have been like Peter and asked Jesus to tell you to come? The truth is, 
most of us don’t like risk. Sometimes we don’t like not knowing what obeying Jesus to come will cost us. What 
is your comfort zone?? Is God calling you out of your comfort zone?                                                                 
Jesus spent his ministry on earth training his disciples to preach the gospel once He had ascended to 
heaven. As any good teacher would do, Jesus asked probing questions to make sure that the disciples 
understood who He was. When Jesus asked: Who do you say I am? Only one person answers: That was Peter. 
Peter clearly declares that Jesus is the Christ, the son on the living God. On that firm conviction, God will build 
His Church. 
Before Jesus faced the cross, He warned his disciples what was to come. He did not use specific language 
but figurative language. Here Jesus warns that all the disciples would be made to stumble. 
Peter hears this and quickly exclaims that he will not stumble regardless of what other disciples do. Jesus was 
quick to tell him that Peter would deny Him 3 times. It’s easy to think about the disciples and believe that they 
were better than we are. But the bible is clear that we have all sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
That is the case for Peter. Even though he could boldly declare who Jesus was, he often faltered in other 
areas. Before Jesus faced the cross, He warned his disciples what was to come. Here Jesus tells them that all 
the disciples would stumble. Peter hears this and quickly exclaims that he will not stumble regardless of what 
other disciples do! Jesus was quick to tell him that Peter would deny Him 3 times. He had grand ideas about 
how firm his faith and devotion to God was…… only to be proven wrong shortly after. Just a little while after 
Peter had confidently said that He would never falter– he was tested. 
Are you proud of your faith? What is that pride based in? Do you depend on God, or on yourself?                    
As a Jesus follower, are there times in your life when you may be tempted or actually deny Christ?                  
What do you think you would do in Peter’s shoes??                                                                                                   
We know that Peter denied Christ on the night of his trial. We can be sure Peter felt crushed about his actions. 
Watching Jesus die, he probably thought that it was too late to ask Jesus for forgiveness or gain back the 
relationship he had with Jesus before the denial. 
But, Jesus had other plans. 
Jesus specifically seeks out Peter and asks him 3 times if Peter loves him. Each time, Peter answers Yes, I love 
you. Jesus did not leave Peter even though Peter left Jesus. Jesus gave Peter three opportunities to declare 
his love for Him. Each of these times corresponds with one of Peter’s denials. It’s almost like one declaration of 
love erases one denial. 
Jesus is in the business of restoring us to Him. He is in the habit of offering restoration to ALL people. No matter 
who…no matter the circumstances…no matter the potential….or lack of it. No matter how many times we 
mess up, or do well. God can change and transform every part of us to be like Him. All for His glory. 
 
 
  

FRIDAY 
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MATTHEW 1:1-6  

Matthew outlines the human family that Jesus became part of, giving the lineage of Jesus’ adopted 
step-father Joseph. We don’t have space to review the whole list but we’re looking at the first few 
ancestors recorded in Jesus’ family.                                                                                                          
Abraham was so afraid of people of power he pretended his beautiful wife was his sister so he 
wouldn’t be killed, and he let his wife be taken into a king’s harem. This happened not once, but 
twice. Isaac, known as “the deceiver,” stole the birthright from his brother and spent years wrestling 
over possessions with Laban, his just-as-crafty father-in-law. Judah fathered the Perez and Zerah 
through his dead son’s wife. Rahab was a prostitute and Ruth was a foreigner. Solomon was born 
because his father King David had an affair with a warrior’s wife, then killed the warrior to cover it up 
and married the widow.                                                                                                                                      
No matter how good or bad you and your family are like, you fit right in to Jesus’ adopted family. 
What is your family tree like? We sometimes think that our "family" ruin or give us great privilege. We 
blame our parents for many things. We do sometimes suffer from the sins of our family of origin. 
Sometimes our genetics work against us.  
But, given Jesus’ family and this week’s readings, what kind of people do you think will be in heaven? 
Yep. ALL are welcome in Jesus. Those "after God's own heart", who come to the Messiah are 
welcome in His family. And not only welcome, but assured of new and changed lives as we mature 
in His truth and grace!  
There is always hope! Live like it today.  
Don't let your past, your family history… pull you down and discourage you from taking hold of Jesus. 
God is there for all who would come. 
 

 
 


