
DAILY BIBLE DEVOTIONS                                                     "THE WAY OF JESUS" 

WEEK FOURTEEN: "READ THE STORY!" 

MONDAY                                                                                                                                               
READ LUKE 24:13–16,  ISAIAH 61:1-3                                                                                                                                    

In the Gospel of Luke is the story of two men, disciples of Jesus, that walk from Jerusalem to the 
home of at least one of them in Emmaus. During their walk, towards the end of the day on the 
Sunday that Jesus resurrected, they were feeling sad and hopeless. The person, who they thought 
would be their Messiah, the person they thought would liberate them from the oppressive 
occupation of the Romans and reunite the Kingdom of Israel, ended up suffering humiliation, torture 
and execution. There was word that perhaps he had resurrected and appeared to the women, but 
even if true, it was not the dramatic return they had hoped for. 
We all have such high expectations of life, of God. It can be frustrating to anyone who’s a follower of 
Jesus when things don't seem to go as we want. When we don’t see instant improvements in our 
everyday lives, we grow discouraged, unsure of our faith in God. Faith and our reality here on this 
earth do not live up to our notions of how life as a Christian should be. But like an old book used to 
say "God never promised you a Disneyland".                                                                                        
Especially hard is when something awful happens to us. Perhaps a family member has died. Or you 
or your spouse has lost their job. Someone you love is over-run by depression, addiction, and 
trouble. We can feel so helpless to make a difference, and so frustrated that God does not seem to 
"fix" things that cause so much pain. There are times when we just can't seem to see the Light at the 
end of the tunnel. That is where these disciples were on that road to Emmaus. So alone. Almost 
despondent. Somewhat afraid of what may come. Very discouraged. Just walking along in with a 
base level of fear.                                                                                                                                  
When was the last time that you experienced hard things and couldn't see Jesus in the midst of your 
disappointment and sadness? When did you finally see Him appear and surprise you? Are you 
experiencing that now?                                                                                                                                      
We can trust God to continue His work in this world. It may not look like what and when we desire. Sin 
may hamper the "good" things. The consequences of that disobedience (whether ours or another 
person's) can wreak havoc on our earthly lives. Yet the truth and grace of Jesus Christ continues on. 
The hope of eternal life, healed and whole in His presence is still there. God still meets His people 
right on time, in places they might never expect Him, and in powerful ways as they turn to Him. 
God's love is always right on time. It never fails. It is not hidden, but we need to open our eyes to see 
it….to see Him.                                                                                                                                                        
Enjoy this song by Aaron Cole called "Right On Time"                                  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2SVRCZog5Z4                                                                                    

TUESDAY                                                                                                                                               
READ LUKE 24:17-27, 1 PETER 5:6-11                                                                                                                                  

This passage can teach us about humility. We are constantly defining how our lives are supposed to 
be, and how God is supposed to manifest in our lives. We put God into a box that fits our view of the 
world. How many times do we see Christians fighting against Christians, both thinking that they are 
absolutely right? Despite everything that Jesus taught, through words and deeds, even the closest 
disciples did not “get” what His mission was all about. They wanted a physical and earthly king that 
was to save them from their suffering. They saw His actions as proof that he was that Messiah, and 
failed to fully comprehend the truth.                                                                                                                    
Let's pray for the gift of humility and for the Holy Spirit to help us better understand "Who" our God is, 



and how He is truly acting in our lives. The way He is, not the way we think we want Him to be. And by 
all means, let's treat others with the same respect and grace we need when it comes to our walk 
with the Lord. God is the Master….not us. We do not know everything. Let's give others, especially 
other believers, that courtesy of "grace" we so easily accept from the Lord for our own misgivings 
and confusion about how He works. Be kind. Gracious. He has forgiven you when you are confused, 
mistaken, afraid, and flat-out wrong. Extend that to others in all humility. WE are not God. Let's not 
act like we think we are.            
 
WEDNESDAY                                                                                                                                               
READ LUKE 24:25-29, JOHN 1:1-18 
Would you say if someone asked you, that you have a pretty full and complete understanding of 
Jesus? Have you ever misunderstood something Jesus did or said? How can you better understand 
who Jesus is and how He works in our lives? 
Jesus is so clear with these men as He speaks to them about how the scriptures explain who He is 
and why He has come. And His story begins at the beginning of the scriptures! Jesus is there from 
Day one. John begins his Gospel writing with that fact…"In the beginning was the Word (Jesus)….". 
God's plan of loving redemption always involved a part of His very self…His One and Only Son, 
Jesus.  
This was exciting and profound news explained at a time and place where these men on the road 
to Emmaus were ready to hear and believe! All of us must learn of Jesus from the truths written about 
Him in scripture. The Bible is not God…but it is certainly the story of God written for us to engage with 
in personal and dynamic ways. 
When was the last time you really sat down and studied the scriptures? When did you last stop and 
read them? The Holy Spirit promises to illuminate them to us as our hearts are open to receive the 
truth and grace communicated there in the pages about Jesus, our Savior and Lord. Ask Him to 
help you understand and see how they apply to your life. Ask for help from other believers you know 
that are trustworthy students of scripture and honest followers of Jesus. 
These Emmaus men asked Jesus, begged Him really, to teach them more. Luke says they "urged 
Him strongly, 'Stay with us'. And Jesus went in to stay with them."  
He will be there for you, too, as you seek Him and yearn to know more of His ways written in the 
pages of the Bible. 
 

 

 

THURSDAY                                                                                                                                               
READ LUKE 24:30-32, ROMANS 12:11-12 

The disciples involved later recounted that when Jesus explained the Scriptures their hearts felt as if 
"on fire". Once in Emmaus, they invited Him to dinner. Though not the host, Jesus still broke the bread 
and blessed it. This act helped them recognize Jesus, and Jesus simply vanished in front of their 
eyes. They then ran back to Jerusalem to tell the apostles that they had witnessed the resurrected 
Jesus. This passage certainly provides a lesson on spiritual awareness.  
Jesus, whom these disciples followed, was walking with them and teaching them, yet they did not 
recognize Him. They were lost in their feelings of hopelessness. Perhaps they feared for their lives and 
worried about the future of the other close disciples of Jesus.   
How many hours a day do we spend absorbed in our work, planning hundreds of work and life 
activities, and hurriedly moving from event to event? Do you start your day with prayer and scripture 
and end your day in a similar fashion? Sometimes do you keep that spiritual awareness during the 
day, but often lose it to the worldly preoccupations?  
In those moments would you probably fail to recognize Jesus and how He may be speaking through 
the words and actions of people who you interact with? You may not also hear the spiritual 



wisdom that whispers in your mind and heart. 
How can we cultivate a life where our eyes are opened and our hearts "burn" for Christ? When was 
the last time that you were excited about the good news of Jesus being resurrected from the grave? 
Are you enthusiastic when it comes to serving the Lord and loving Him? Do you really consider it 
"Good News!"? How can you share that good news with those that don't know Jesus? 
 
 
FRIDAY                                                                                                                                               
READ LUKE 24:33-35, MATTHEW 28:19-20, ACTS 1:8, 2:36-41, JOHN 3:16-17 

Hope is not what you expect. Hope is not what you would ever dream. Hope is not a Disney princess 
movie ending. It is Jesus unpacking the Word of God for you, like He did for those disciples, so your 
heart may burn within you, warming you up, melting your cold heart, putting you on fire for the Lord. 
Hope is the two Emmaus-bound pilgrims reaching out to take a piece of bread only to see 
candlelight shining through the holes in the stranger’s hands. 
“When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 
them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight” 
(Luke 24:31). And even though He vanished, they were not sad. For they now knew He was not gone. 
Their faith was no longer in glory, but in the cross. Their faith was no longer downcast because of the 
corpse in the grave, but it was now joyful because of the empty grave. They had found His promises 
in His Word. So, they rushed to Jerusalem. No longer confused, but certain. No longer sad, but joyful. 
No longer struggling, but on the firm foundation. No longer hopeless, but burning with hope. 
And we are, too. For the Good Shepherd has come and found each of us lost and alone. 
So, we come to this place weary and we leave refreshed. We come scared and depressed and we 
leave with our hearts burning with faith. We come without hope, questioning if God really cares and 
we leave with the hope and assurance that our God is unfettered by time and space, so He comes 
to sit, dine, teach and care for us.  
As it was at Emmaus, so it is for us each Sunday at worship with God's family. Scripture and Supper. 
Teaching and Table fellowship. Word and Sacrament. The Divine Service of our Savior for us poor, 
sinful, confused, struggling, doubting, fearful, anxious, hopeless disciples every Sunday. Every 
Sunday, a little Easter, as we travel this life. As we travel to our homes, to our jobs, to our friends and 
neighbors. Traveling, but never alone. Traveling, but always by faith. Traveling the road of hope. 
The road to Emmaus is a fascinating story. It’s a road of hope. Jesus wouldn’t waste His time walking 
with us along this road if there was no hope. We now have a new lease on life.  
Let’s share the news with everyone we meet! 
LOVE has come for the world to know! 
JESUS is alive and well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


