
DAILY BIBLE DEVOTIONS                                               ACTS: LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 

 "UNDETERRED!" 

MONDAY 

READ ROMANS 1:8-17 

Sunday, Clare preached a sermon that spoke about the incredible obstacles that the Apostle Paul 
and his companion Barnabas faced as they traveled speaking the truth of Jesus Christ. And yet 
facing those hardships, Paul remained "undeterred" in his passion for sharing the gospel with all who 
would listen. What was his motivation? The passage in his letter to the church at Rome suggests that 
it was his declaration of the power of God at work in him because of Jesus death and resurrection 
that brings salvation to everyone! His entire reason for his life and ministry can be summed up in 
Romans 1:16-17. Paul portrays Jesus as the author and provider of salvation on the basis of His 
sacrificial death on the cross in the place of sinners. This salvation is by grace alone and through 
faith in Jesus Christ alone. Through faith, the righteousness of Christ is credited to sinners, who are 
declared righteous on the basis of that faith. 
Can you get a glimpse of Paul's motivation in your own life? What gets you up in the morning ready 
to face another day, and why are you going to bed tired at night? Does the truth of the gospel drive 
you to share that "good news" with others? Some of us are going through difficult, life-changing 
situations right now. Are we determined to be set apart for the glory of God? Are we pursuing knowing 
this Jesus and living for Him above all else regardless of our circumstances? God can shine in those 
times of hard circumstances in His people. You may not see it in the moment, but hope is there!  
God has, and is still rescuing you. We were all lost in sin. But Jesus has come to not only rescue us 
from that willful selfishness that pulls us away from God, but also to rescue us from the justified 
punishment that should be ours. He erases the eternal separation between a holy God and our 
imperfect humanity. What a great message that is for ALL people! Does that truth drive you each 
day to live in grateful praise and motivate you to live "undeterred" in your passion for the Lord and 
people? Ask God to help you see the beauty and wonder of the gospel, and motivate you to live 
today with boldness and a determination to share His grace and truth with others. 
 

TUESDAY 

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:30-33, PROVERBS 13:20, 1 CORINTHIANS 15:56-58 

We become who we surround ourselves with. We build momentum, positive or negative by who we 
listen to, what we read, and who and what we spend time with. Paul understood this. In his letter to 
the church in Corinth, he tells them that if they are with people who deny the truth of the 
resurrection, they will find themselves doubting the truth of the gospel and the power of Jesus in their 
lives and in this world! Corinth was a hot bed of trouble. Among the myriad problems in the 
Corinthian church were: claims of spiritual superiority over one another, suing one another in public 
courts, abusing the communal meal, and sexual misbehavior. Paul wrote to call them to higher 
ethical and moral standards in the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives. He challenges them to "stand 
firm"…to "give themselves fully to the work of the Lord"…and to remember that "your labor in the 
Lord is not in vain." 
Sometimes we are inept in seeking the real truth. We get complacent with any need to change. We 
run to the crowd or places that validate what we think and feel. We buy into whatever is on CNN, 
FOX News, DAILY WIRE, or any host of others who might line up with what we like or agree with. We 
don't do a very good job of really seeking answers and truth….even when we read the Bible. We flit 
along the pages until we see some verse that we can resonate with what we think it might say, and 
we dial into it for that reason alone. It is hard for us to be challenged by that which we don't 
understand or find ourselves not emotionally accepting. We become bothered and angered….or 
bored and annoyed. We do not like life when it gets hard. When there are questions we can't easily 
answer. And yet, we don’t like not having all the answers. So we follow those whom we like the 



sounds of what they say…usually because they sound like us! Today, ask yourself what is leading 
your heart and mind. Why are you reacting the way you do to problems around you? Are you 
spending more time upset about political issues and societal woes than you are sharing the love 
and grace of Christ and the truth and power of His resurrection? Are the folks you engage with 
online, friends you socialize with, people you work with… are they influencing you and helping you 
take your attitude to a place Jesus would not be pleased with?  
We will never all agree on everything. Life has always been hard. Folks do not see things the same. 
Even among believers. But as Jesus' followers, we must all agree on the truth and power of the 
gospel and be "undeterred" in our passion and commitment to follow Christ! Is that what is driving 
you today? Or is it frustration and fear? Ask the Lord to realign your energy, priorities, and witness to 
be focused first and foremost on Him. 
 

WEDNESDAY 

READ ACTS 19:8-10, MATTHEW 28:18 

Today, you will read ahead a bit in the book of Acts to get another glimpse of Paul's bold living.  
His travels to the city of Ephesus, bringing him to various situations with believers, and also with those 
who would cause him trouble. He spoke boldly for three months with Jews in the Synagogue. After a 
time, some there spoke badly about the followers of Jesus, so Paul left them.                                           
He took disciples with him. And he and had daily discussions in the lecture hall of Tyrannus with them 
in tow. For two years he continued so all the Jews and Greeks who lived there heard the word of the 
Lord.  
The Hall of Tyrannus was the final grand strategy used by the Apostle Paul, to tell two million people in 
two years about the good news of Jesus Christ. His audience was a collection of religious Jews and 
pagan unbelievers who had never heard about Jesus. His method of presentation was so powerful 
that observers said he was turning the world upside down!  

This was after more than 30 years of experiences in presenting the gospel to people in other 

cultures, Paul put it all together together for a brand new strategy – the Hall of Tyrannus – in the city 

of Ephesus, with amazing results! Paul never had an opportunity to do it again – it was his grand 

finale – because soon after, at about age 54, he visited Jerusalem with an offering for poor people, 

was unjustly arrested, held for two years as a prisoner, and then sent to Rome for trial and death. 

The Hall of Tyrannus was Paul's last, biggest, boldest, and most successful strategic venture. It's 

the epitome of what Jesus told his followers to do (The Great Commission). Even though Paul 

learned this powerful strategy late in life and was able to implement it only once before his death, 

he left the outline for us to continue: 

1. REASONING PERSUASIVELY about the kingdom of God. 

2. Paul had DISCUSSIONS DAILY  

3. He took the gospel OUT OF THE CHURCH and EXPRESSED it in ways that people around him 

could UNDERSTAND and DESIRE IT! 
Paul took three missionary journeys to spread the good news of Jesus. We have been learning about 
those early journeys in the summer sermon series at HCC. Each of those trips had a different 
strategy, different hardships and trouble. But all of them had ONE goal: to spread God's glory to ALL 
people, and planting and strengthening churches all along the unreached parts of the Greco-
Roman world.  
Paul was "undeterred" from this calling no matter the circumstance and no matter how long he had 
been "at it"! He didn't grow impatient and rush on. When he needed to stay to challenge, teach, 
and encourage; he did. And he didn't hang around and insist on staying when God called him to 
move on to other people and places. He speaks boldly. He lives deliberately for the Lord. 
Regardless of the stubborn people he found, in spite of awful circumstances of pain and trouble, his 
ultimate goal in life was to proclaim the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the transforming 
power that it brings to people's lives. 



We are very impatient. We can be so unfocused in our priorities and plans. We become distracted, 
selfish, and obsessed with our own entertainment, accolades, desires, and personal agendas.  
Does Pauls' life challenge you to examine your own? How are you like him? How are you not like him? 
What needs to change? Ask God to fill you with His Spirit and the truth of Jesus' love for people to 
motivate you to be "undeterred" in your desire to follow and serve Him. In what areas do you need 
to be patient with sharing the gospel? In what places and people do you need to "move on" for 
now, and not be discouraged? 
 
 
THURSDAY 

READ PHILIPPIANS 1:18-26  

Paul's words here are profound. It is the fuel that feeds the fire in his soul. It brings him to trust God's 
timing in everything. It is the power behind his brave and bold living. He is not afraid of what life or 
death might bring. He is so focused on the amazing grace of Jesus Christ!   
This is what Max Lucado writes about Paul's letter to the Philippians: “This is the apostle Paul. The 
tireless church planter who has traveled all over the world. The preacher who has liberated people 
in every port. The servant of God bound only by the will of God is now in chains – stuck in a dingy 
house – attached to a Roman officer. Surely this is a fellow who has every reason to be in a slump! 
He is restricted by walls. He is afflicted by friends (1:15). He is conflicted by danger (1:21). Look 
closely. He appears to be writing a letter. No doubt it is a complaint letter to God. No doubt it is a 
list of grievances. No doubt he is writing the New Testament version of Lamentations. He has every 
reason to be bitter and to complain. But he isn’t, and he doesn’t. Instead, he writes a letter that two 
thousand years later is still known as a treatise on contentment. Who couldn’t use a guide to joy in 
this world? Let’s follow Paul as he guides us down the trail to unearthly joy and otherworldly peace.” 
Most people don’t know what they want. They just want to live life differently that they have been 
living. Paul knew exactly what was important. He knew that people needed Jesus! His platform was 
the gospel. Our platform must also be the Good News of Christ. Jesus has rescued us from this 
broken world, and we must tell people of this joyous, incredible way of living that transforms those 
who walk in faith with Jesus. It is a dynamic message of liberation and freedom! It is a fearless way of 
living in the here and now, and a fearless acceptance of the reality of our own death when we are 
joined with the Lord in eternity.  
Can you say these words with Paul? "For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain?" Are you confident in 
your Savior? May the Lord embolden you with His transforming grace and power of the Holy Spirit in 
your life as you seek to love and serve Him every day! We do not have to fear life…or death…when 
we have Jesus.  
Enjoy this song "To Live Is Christ" sung by Meagan Baird, and let it encourage you today: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGCuI_RNqts&list=RDhxHzWkSPrWY&index=2 
 
 
FRIDAY 

READ ACTS 14  

In Acts 14 it says that when Paul was in Lystra he was dragged outside the city, stoned, and left for 
dead. But do you know what verse 20 says? After he was stoned and left for dead it says "He got up 
and he went back into the city." Did one of the rocks hit him in the head or something!? What could 
he have been thinking to go back into that city where there were people who had just tried to stone 
him to death? Why go back? Simple - Paul was committed to sharing the gospel. And we read later 
that he visited the city AGAIN! He came back to check on the Christians there.  
If Acts 14 was your biography would it go like that? If you went into a place and spoke up for Jesus 
and they stoned you and left you for dead, your story might be "and I got up and stumbled off, 
groaning in pain". Would you get up and go back into the city? More likely you would say "I gave 
them their chance to accept Jesus. I'm movin' on!" But not Paul. He was "undeterred" from the 
mission! He was committed to what God had called him to do, even ahead of his own safety, his 
own security - certainly his own comfort. He was faithful despite opposition. 



And this is something that many of us need to hear.  
You can have gifts, resources, and abilities, but if you are not faithful… none of that will matter. 
The most effective servants are not necessarily the most talented and gifted; they are the most 
faithful. The simple fact we see is that they show up! They are ready and willing to share the love of 
Christ. They serve week after week. They are faithful to speak of Jesus and love others without 
worrying about what it may cost them. 
The faithful are "undeterred" from knowing and following their Savior. Sharing the good news of that 
Savior permeates everything they do, every choice they make, every day's activity. They are not 
merely "playing" at their faith or service to the Lord, hoping people or God will be impressed by their 
efforts. They aren't doing what they are doing because they simply are not sure what else to do with 
their life! They are SURE of the cross of Christ. They are completely motivated by His love and grace 
alone. No matter what positive or negative feedback they get from people…they are undeterred in 
their mission to spread the gospel of God's amazing grace! 
With that in mind, be challenged on your life's journey. Commitment must mark our lives as we live 
for Jesus. What are you doing TODAY that makes it obvious you're passionately determined to share 
Jesus with people no matter what? Do a quick evaluation right now of how you're doing. Honestly. 
What do you see? Ask the Lord to help you see exactly who you are. Ask Him how you can serve Him 
with a passion that gives Him the glory and praise! 
 
 


